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KARACHI: Maritime Affairs Minister Qaiser
Ahmed Shaikh has said that artificial
intelligence (AI) has big scope and can prove
to be very useful for the developing

countries such as Pakistan.

He was speaking at the day-long 3rd International
Conference on the ‘Innovation and Disruption:
Business Success Through AT’ held here on
Thursday by the School of Business Studies,
Institute of Business Administration (IBA-SBS), at

the IBA’s main campus.
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Experts call for
bridging Al gap

@ NEWS DESK

An international confer-
ence, organised by the
Institute of Business
Administration (IBA)
Karachi, shed light on the
increasing significance of
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and its transformative
impact on contemporary
society, business opera-
tions, innovation, and
entrepreneurship.

The conference,
themed 'Innovation and
Disruption: Business
Success Through AI', con-
vened national and in-
ternational academics,
researchers, and experts
to deliberate on Al's disrup-
tive potential.

IBA Karachi Executive
Director, Dr S Akbar Zaidi,
emphasised the pervasive
influence of Al, stating,
'The presence of artificial
intelligence is causing
significant interference
and disruption in how we
perceive life".

Dr Zaidi highlighted that
Pakistan's lag behind the
global AI curve, stressing
the need for adaptation

among professors and
teachers.

Present on the occasion,
IBA Dean Dr Abdullah
Zafar Sheikh, underscored
the imperative for univer-
sities to harness the oppor-
tunities presented by Al.

Participation in the con-
ference extended to schol-
ars and researchers from
over 15 universities across
Pakistan.

Sindh Higher Education
Commission Chairman, Dr
Tariq Rafi, also addressed
the gathering.

Chief guest of the event,
Federal Maritime Affairs
Minister Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh lauded the vast
prospects Al offers for
young people.

International speak-
ers including University
College London, Professor
Dr Nora Colton, Western
University in Canada
Dr Geoffrey Wood, and
Montpellier Business
School, France Dr Adam
Zaremba, emphasised Al's
burgeoning role globally
and its anticipated expan-
sion in the future.
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Innovation and Disruption:
Business Success Through Al'- IBA-
SBS 3rd International Conference
2024.

“In today'’s rapidly evolving landscape,
innovation and disruption are not just
buzzwords. They are imperative for survival
and growth.”

Q Karachi Pakistan : May 30, 2024: School of
Business Studies (SBS), Institute of Business
Administration (IBA) Q Karachi,

organized IBA-SBS 3rd International
Conference 2024 on ‘Innovation and Disruption:

Business Success Through Al’ at Main Campus,
IBA. Esteemed national and international
academicians, researchers, practitioners,
students and speakers participated in the
conference.
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[BA-SBS 3rd International Conference 2024 organized

EP. Report

KARACHI:  School of
Business Studies (SBS),
Institute ~ of ~ Business
Administration ~ (IBA)
Karachi, organized 1BA-
SBS 3rd  International
Conference 2024 on
“Innovation and Disruption;
Business Success Through
AI" at Main Campus, IBA.
Esteemed  national ~and
international academicians,
rescarchers, practitioners,
students and speakers par-
licipated in the conference,

Exeeutive Director, [BA
Karachi, Dr. S Akbar Zaidi,
warmly  welcomed  the
attendees to a dynamic con-
ference featuring presenta-
tions and discussions on Al
in business, innovation, and
entreprencurship.

In his opening remarks,
he stated, “The presence of
artificial intelligence s
causing major interference,
disruption in how we think
about life and the School of
Business Studies is particu-
larly impacted by such
interferences and innova-
tions.”

This makes it pivotal o
hold such  conferences
addressing the cvolving

challenges and opportuni-
ties presented by Al
Furthermore, Dr. Zaidi rec-
ognized the SBS for host-
ing its 3rd international
conference on the pertinent
opic of Al, emphasizing
that we are behind the cur-
ve in Pakistan on this front
and therefore need to catch
up and adapt as faculty.

Welcome remarks were
given by Dean SBS and
Conference  Chair, Dr.
Abdullah Zafar Sheikh,
who shed light on the
potential of Al to drive
business  success.  Dr.
Sheikh stated, “We are liv-
ing in an era which s near-
Iy impossible without artifi-
cial intelligence. Unive-
rsities are key actors in (he
development of digital cul-
ture and business schools
take center stage when il
comes to such discussions
and dialogues.”

He further emphasized
that “The goal of business

and Conference Convener,
Dr. Trum Saba, delivered
the introductory remarks,
emphasizing the unique-
ness of IBA's SBS
International Conference in
bringing together academic
scholars from Pakistan and
around the world, along
with industry practitioners,

She added that this third
conference received 130
research  papers  (from
around the world), articles,
and case studies submis-
sions.

More than 15 universi-
ties of Pakistan participated
in the conference and the
IBA is delighted to provide
this platform for intellectu-
al discourse on Al and its
nuances,

Chairman, Higher Educ-
ation Commission (HEC),
Sindh and Guest of Honor,
Dr. Tariq Rafi, commended
IBA for organizing the con-
ference on such a relevant
lopic. He shared his

school is to ensure that our thoughts on how artificial

curriculum and pedagogy is
sufliciently  technology
infused and how we can
everage from artificial
intelligence and  digital
transformation.”
Associate Professor SBS

intelligence can be applied
in education. He stated,
“Through strategic partner-
ship with industry leaders,
development agencies, and
international organizations,
we are working to bridge

the gap between the acade-
mia and the industry.”

He added that by bring-
ing together leaders, practi-
tioners, policy makers from

around the world, we can &

collectively explore the
possibilities, challenges,
and cthical complications
of Al-driven innovations
and disruptions.

Federal Minister,
Maritime Affairs, Pakistan
and  Chief Guest, Mr.
Qaiser  Ahmed  Sheikh,
highlighted the importance
of Alin modemizing indus-
tries and improving opera-
tional efficiencies.

He stated, “Today’s to-
pic of Artificial Intellig-
ence is of great importance,
Businesses in Pakistan,
many of which are family-
run, have not taken advan-
tage of the innovations of
AL" He emphasized the
significance of Al as it
offers immense opportuni-
lies for our youth and can
propel our country towards
greater economic achieve-
ments,

Keynote speakers at the
conference included Profe-
ssor of Leadership & Ma-
nagement for Healthcare
and Director of Global
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Business School for Health,
University College London
(UCL), Dr. Nora Colton;
Department Chair of DAN
Management, Western Uni-
versity, Canada, Dr, Geo-
fery Wood; and Associate
Professor of Finance, Mon-
tpellier Business School,
France, and  Poznam
University of Economics
and Business, Poland, Dr.
Adam Zaremba,

Dr. Colton i her
keynote address ~stated,
“Universal healtheare is
impossible to achieve in
our current model without

innovation. And that's
where innovation and Al
come in.

left  unaddressed.”
emphasized the critical role
of Al and innovation in
transforming global health-
care. She also highlighted
challenges like workforce
shortages, rising costs, and
the impacts of pandemics
and climate change.

Using UCL as a case
study, she stressed the
importance of systemic
technology  adoption to
improve healtheare cffi-

ciency and productivity.
Dr. Wood focused on

nents; significant events,
calibrating intelligence, the

double-cdged sword of

technology, Al and its asso-
clated hype, and an
overview of AT's workings,
including a detailed explo-
ration of how Al works,
along with the questions
and challenges it raiscs, He
emphasized the challenges
of integrating Al with
humanity, noting that while
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technology offers substan-
tial benefits, it can also
several critical aspects of have unforeseen  conse-
Health needs cannot be Al and its implications, quences. Additionally, Dr.

She focusing on five compo- Wood addressed the cthical

responsibilities involved in
{he development and appli-
cation of Al, urging a more
profound consideration of
(hese factors.

Multiple panel discus-
sions, keynote addresscs,
and parallel technical ses-
sions took place on both
days of the conference,
delving into the intricacies
of Al innovation, and busi-
ness disruption.
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KARACHI (PR) : School of Business Studies (SBS),
Institute of Business Administration (IBA) Karachi,
organized IBA-SBS 3rd International Conference 2024
on ‘Innovation and Disruption: Business Success
Through Al’ at Main Campus, IBA. Esteemed national
and international academicians, researchers,
practitioners, students, and speakers participated in

the conference.
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3rd International
Conference 2024,
Innovation &
Disruption
Business success

® May 30, 2024

Federal Minister Maritime Affairs Mr. Qaiser
Ahmed Shaikh attended 3rd International
Conference 2024, Innovation & Disruption

Business success through Al as Chief Guest at
IBA School of Business Studies (SBS) at Karachi.
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IBA-SBS 3rd
International Conference
2024

By admin - May 30, 2024

‘Innovation and Disruption: Business

Success Through AI’' — IBA-SBS 3rd

International Conference 2024

“In today’s rapidly evolving landscape,
innovation and disruption are not just
buzzwords. They are imperative for
survival and growth.”
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Federal Minister Maritime
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