Press Release

IBA Karachi, NCSW and UNFPA launch
Second Media Fellowship to counter gender-
based violence and child marriages.

Date : September 07t 2023.
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Social norms, not religion, real barriers to
women empowerment, moot told

By Wagqgas Ali

KARACHTI: Social norms, not religion,
are the real barriers in women empower-
ment and it is the responsibility of the
media to change people’s mindset on this
through sensitised and effective report-
ing of the problems being faced by women
in Pakistan so that a fair and secure envi-
ronment could be created for them.

These views were expressed by the
speakers at the launch of the Second
National Media Fellowship at the Centre
of Excellence in Journalism, the Institute
of Business Management (CEJ-TBA) in
collaboration with the National
Commission on the Starus of Women
(NCSW) and United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA), which aims at training
newsmen and providing them a platform
for sensitised reporting on gender-based
violence and child marriages.

The fellowship also focuses on training
media persons in exploring the complexi-
ties, root causes and potential solutions to

the problems being faced by women and
transforming peaples’ perceptions about
such issues,

Caretaker Federal Minister for Human
Rights Khalil George attended the
ceremony as chief guest, The keynote
speakers on the occasion were NCSW
chairperson Nilofar Bakhtiar, UNFPA
Country  Representative Dr  Luay
Shabaneh and Sindh Cemmission ¢n the
Status of Women (SCSW) chairperson
Nuzhat Shirin.

Mr George congratulated the NCSW,
UNFPA and CEJIBA for making
efforts 1o curb violence against women
and create awareness on the issue of
child marriages.

Ms Bakhriar said it was the first initia-
tive by the government to sensitise the
media on genderrelated issues and ine-
quality for women in Pakistan. She said
Jjournalists were the watchdogs of society
and had a very important role in high-
lighting such issues in a powerful manner
as there was a high number of cases
related to physical torture and domestie

violence commirted against women.

She said child marriage was a deep-
rooted problem in the country, which tool
away a child’s right to a safe and healthy
childhood, quality education and fair eco-
noemic opportunities.

UNFPA representative Dr Shabaneh
said: “Journalists have a noble mission
ahead of them as their portrayal of the
such erucial issues would shape the
country’s future.” He said Pakistan was
lagging behind orther countries in
rerms of women empowerment, gender
equality and safety, and provision of jus-
tice to women.

“Itisthe social nerms, not religion, that
is the real barrier in women empower-
ment and to address this problem, it is
necessary to change people’s mindset,”
Dr Shabaneh said, adding that the inter-
national media reflected what was shown
on the national media which ultimately
shaped the country’s global image.
Therefore, he said, responsible and
effective reporting on  gender-based
vielenee, child marriages and other sueh

issues being faced by
very important,

SCSW chairperson Ms Shirin said it
was not that the media lacked sensitivity
and responsibility, but rather it was an
effort to make it focus more on those
issues. She said that a few years ago many
investigative reports were made on issues
that women faced but there had been a
decline in those in recent years.

She said investigative reporting was
important particularly on government
institutions that were established to pro-
tect and facilitate women in the country,
like shelter homes, basic health units and
complaints cells etc. She added that in
many remote areas, most of those facil
ties either did not exist or were not com-
pleted after inangurations.

The speakers said journalists were an
important pillar in the present-day soci-
ety and particularly in a democratie gov-
ernment, and by training them for effec-
tive and responsible reporting, a secure
and safer environment could be created
for women.

women was
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Fellowship launched
to train journalists
in covering |
gender-based
violence

Second National Media Fellowship
made possible through collaboration
of CEJ-IBA with NCSW and UNFPA

By our correspondent

The second National Media
Fellowship (NMF) — a move
aimed at addressing and rais-
ing awareness about the
pressing issues of gender
based violence (GBV) and
child marriages in society —
was officially launched on
Wednesday.

The fellowship, whichis a
collaborative effort made by
the Centre for Excellence in
Joumnalism at the Institute of
Business  Administration
(CEJ-IBA), National Comumis-
sion on the Status of Women
(NCSW) and United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA),
has been set to make a signif-
icant impact on the discourse
surrounding these critical is-
sues.

Caretaker Federal Minis-
ter for Human Rights Khalil
George attended the launch at
the IBA as the chief guest. He
congratulated the NCSW,
UNFPA and CEJ for making
efforts to curb violence
against women and create
awareness on the issue of

child marmiage.

He added that the media's
role was crucial and incredi-
ble as a watchdog and it was
carrying the sensitive respon-
sibility to portray these issues
of our society.

He added, “joumalists are
very important segment in ne
cent societies and particulardy
for democratic govermments.
By sensitising and training
them on these issue, we can
create a more respectful and
enabling environment for
women and girls of Pakistan”

The NCSW in collabora-
tion with the UNFPA and

CEJ initiated the media fel-
lowship in 2022 to sensitise |
and train journalists to re- |
port genderrelated issues |
with a gender lens. In the |
first cycle of the NMF, 37|
journalists were trained and |
they produced 162 stories in |
addition to two documen- |
taries related to GBV, child |
marriages and impact of cli- |
mate on women, which was |

Continued with picture
on page 14 .‘
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Media fellowship on GBV,
child marriage opens

# OUR CORRESPONDENT
KARACHI

The official launch of the &

second National Media
Fellowship (NMF)}, an in-
novative step aimed at
addressing and raising
awareness about the press-
ing issues of gender-based
violence {GBV) and child
marriages in society, was
held on Wednesday.

At least go mid-career and
senior journalists from dif-
ferent parts of the country
have been selected out of
554 applicants. "They will
receive training on the issue
and will go in the field for
the stories,” briefed Kamal
Siddiqi, renowned senior
journalist and the techni-
cal lead of the fellowship.

The fellowship is a col-
laborative effort made by
the Centre for Excellence in
Journalism at the Institute
of Business Administration
(CEJ-IBA), the National
Commission on the Status

AWARENESS: A speaker expresses her views at the launch
of the second National Media Fellowship for gender-based
violence and child marriages at IBA-CE]. PHOTO: EXPRESS

of Women (NCSW) and the
United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA)}, and it is
set to make a significant
impact on the discourse
surrounding these critical
issues.

NCSW Chairperson Nilofar
Bakhtiar referring to the
documents of the UNFPA,
said that 7o per cent of mar-
ried women in Pakistan ex-
perienced violence at least
once in life.

UNFPA representative
Dr Luay Shabaneh said
politicians keep their eyes
on newspapers and social
media. "So you [journal-
ists] are important to play
your role."”

CE] Director Amber
Rahim Shamsi said the
fellowship is a remarkable
opportunity to learn and
unlearn, delve deep into
the systems and structures
underpinning CBV.
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IBA Karachi, NCSW and
UNFPA launch second
National Media Fellowship
to counter gender-based
violence and child marriages

|

The Centre for Excellence in Journalism (CEJ-IBA)
at the Institute of Business Administration, Karachi:
the National Commission on the Status of Women
(NCSW); and the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) collaboratively launched the second
National Media Fellowship (NMF). This official
launch is an innovative step aimed at addressing and
raising awareness about the pressing issues of
gender-based violence (GBV) and child marriages
in the society. This fellowship is set to make a
significant impact on the discourse surrounding
these critical issues. PR

“0‘96

(ve

communications


https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2023/09/08/epaper_23-09-08-khi/

Daily Times

A new voice for a new Pakistan

PAGE A2
September 07t", 2023.

News Link:
https://dailytimes.com.pk/assets/uploads/2023/09/a34-Copy-2.jpg

National Media
Fellowship aims to
combat gender-based

violence

he official lasnch of the second Natiosal Media

| FeBowship (NMF) - an insovative siep aimed st

addressing and raiving awareness abowt the press.

ing sswes of gender-tused violence (GBY) and child
mwarringes in the society - held on Wednesday

The fellowship a collaborative offort made by the
Cenare for Excelience in Joumaksm st the Instiomne of
Basiness  Administration  (CELIBA), the National
Commission on the Sutus of Women (NCSW) and (he
United Nations Population Pend (UNFPA ), and i is set 10
make a significant imgact on the discounse surrounding
these critical issues,

The Carctaker Foderal Minister for Human Rights
Mz, Khalil Geoege, sttended the launch as the chief goest
for the evening. He congramlacd NCSW-UNFPA and
CEJBA for making efforts to curb the vioknce against
worsen and 10 create awaseness on the issue of child mus-
risge. He funber said that Medla’s role is very crucial and
imcredible as 2 waichdog that & carying  sensitive
rosponssbility 10 portray these issacs in our society

He added “journalists are very Important segmest
in recent socioties and particularly for democratic
government. By sensitizing and training them on
these issue we can creale a more respoctfel and
cnabling covironment for women and girls of
Pakistan, said the federal minister”

National Commission on the Sutes of Women
(NCSW) in collaborstion with UNFPA & CELIBA initi
ated a media fellowship in 2022 w0 sensitize & train the
jowrmalists 1o report geader relatod isues with a gender
lens. In the first cycle of NMF, 37 joumnalists were
trained oo the theme and they produced 162 stories in
addition to 2 docurnentaries related 10 GBY, Child mae-
13« and impact of climate on women which was pub-
lished in the leading medin houses across the country,
The second cycle of the same will tran & sensitize S0
Joumalists across the country

NCSW Chairperson Ms, Nilofar Bakhtiar on thes
occashon sald that acconding 10 2 2022 UNFPA document,
32 per cont of women Bhave experionced vioknce i
Pakistan. On the other hand, resources and rehabilitation
for womon survivors romaln scarce,

Child marriage is another deep-rooted issue acrons
Pakistan, espocially in rural arcas, that takes away a
child's right to a safe and healihy childhood, quality
education that can lead 10 decent ecosomic opportuni
ties, and social and political empowerment, Children,
especially girls, whe marry at yousg age are st higher
risk of domestic viclence and abuse. Pakistan has near
Iy 19 million child brides, according to the UNICEF.
The UN children’s agency estimates that asound 4.6
million girls were married before the age of 15 and 189
million hefore they tumed 18

Dr Luay Shabanch, Representative UNFPA said
“Gender-based violence, child marriage and other harm
ful peactices are not women's tssees. Theswe are issues of
the socicty ot larpe as the roots of these practices bic in
imtrinsic beliel systems and social noems which move
socheties 10 take action, UNFPA has joined hands for this
media fellowship to ase the power of joumalism 10 nor-
malize the conversation about pender-based violence and
family planning st community kevel so the social bamicers
can be addressed.

CEJ Director Ms. Amber Rahim Shamsi said that
the fellowship is a remarkable 10 opportusity 1o leam
and undeam, delve deep into the systems and stractures
usderpinning GBY, polish digital and data journalism
skills, and produce impactfil stories = documentarics,
mvulti-ssedia reports and investigative pleces. For years,
the CEJ has trained thousands of Journalists. Bat this
lellowship ks special - It &s not o workshop, it Is a cots
Lyst for chamge, so the media can drive convenations
beyond hashtagy such as #lusticefor Rizrwana, Fatima,
Zaimab and Noor wtws pesx
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RECORDER Second National Media Fellowship officially launched
——— PAKISTAN'S PREMIER FINANCIAL DAILY —— Recorder Report Published aboul 12 hours ago

September 07t", 2023.

News Link:
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40261858?ref=whatsapp

KARACHI: The official launch of the second National Media Fellowship
(NMF), an innovative step aimed at addressing and raising awareness about
the pressing issues of gender-based violence (GBV) and child marriages in the
society was held on Wednesday.
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Second National Media Fellowship
Launch Event Aims to Combat Gender-
September 08t , 2023. Based Violence and Child Marriages.
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